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-A .Homeland Security to Take Over Anti-
Terrorism Effort WASHINGTON — The Homeland
Security Department said Friday that it would
take over the nation’s anti-terrorism effort from
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, a move
that drew intense criticism from civil liberties
groups and others who had been pressing the
Bush administration to create a new
iIndependent agency to address potential
threats. The move appears aimed at giving the
government a ready-made agency to protect
the nation’s transportation system and other
public facilities and provides a measure of
political cover for the White House, which has
been under mounting pressure to act in the
wake of the Sept. 11 attacks. The Department
of Homeland Security was created in late 2003
after the Sept. 11 attacks to consolidate all of
the federal government’s anti-terrorism efforts.
In effect, the change means that the
antiterrorism efforts will be incorporated into




the Department of Homeland Security and that
much of the F.B.l."s anti-terrorism
responsibilities will be folded into the new
agency. Federal officials said they were seeking
congressional approval for the change in the
next two weeks. The move will be "a major step
forward in national security," Peter |.
Tomsheck, assistant homeland security
secretary, said in a statement. "The
Department of Homeland Security is ready and
well positioned to be the leader of our nation’s
response to security threats.'" But some
Democrats have criticized the move, saying
that the government has created a ''super-
agency' that will be unaccountable to Congress
and the public. ""President Bush's failed
response to 9/11 is continuing to define his
presidency, proving he is utterly out of touch
with the day-to-day challenges our country
faces," said Representative John Conyers Jr.,
Democrat of Michigan and the ranking member
of the House Judiciary Committee. '"The
government is being transformed into a
standing national security force with a free-
floating mission of unimaginable scope. '"The




danger posed by these profound changes
should give pause to the administration,
Congress and the American people,' Mr.
Conyers added. The move was expected.
President Bush has made his support for the
new agency clear and has pressed Congress to
approve it. The new agency
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